FROM FR. JAN’S DESK

Fr. Jan is recovering from his surgery this week, so we present you with excerpts from this 2004 article from the Catholic
Answers website regarding purgatory https://www.catholic.com/tract/purgatory) for your edification:

The Catechism of the Catholic Church defines purgatory as a “purification, so as to achieve the holiness necessary to
enter the joy of heaven,” which is experienced by those “who die in God’s grace and friendship, but still imperfectly
purified” (CCC 1030). It notes that “this final purification of the elect . . . is entirely different from the punishment of the
damned” (CCC 1031).

The purification is necessary because, as Scripture teaches, nothing unclean will enter the presence of God in heaven
(Rev. 21:27) and, while we may die with our mortal sins forgiven, there can still be many impurities in us, specifically
venial sins and the temporal punishment due to sins already forgiven.

What Happens in Purgatory?

When we die, we undergo what is called the particular, or individual, judgment. Scripture says that “it is appointed for men
to die once, and after that comes judgment” (Heb. 9:27). We are judged instantly and receive our reward, for good or ill. We
know at once what our final destiny will be. At the end of time, when Jesus returns, there will come the general judgment to
which the Bible refers, for example, in Matthew 25:31-32: “When the Son of man comes in his glory, and all the angels
with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate them one
from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.” In this general judgment all our sins will be publicly
revealed (Luke 12:2-5).

Augustine said in The City of God that “temporary punishments are suffered by some in this life only, by others after
death, by others both now and then; but all of them before that last and strictest judgment” (21:13). It is between the
particular and general judgments, then, that the soul is purified of the remaining consequences of sin: “I tell you, you will
never get out till you have paid the very last copper” (Luke 12:59).

Is Purgatory a Catholic “Invention”?

Fundamentalists may be fond of saying the Catholic Church “invented” the doctrine of
purgatory to make money, but they have difficulty saying just when. Most professional anti-Catholics—the ones who make
their living attacking “Romanism”—seem to place the blame on Pope Gregory the Great, who reigned from A.D. 590 to
604.

But that hardly accounts for the request of Monica, mother of Augustine, who asked her son, in the fourth century, to
remember her soul in his Masses. This would make no sense if she thought her soul would not benefit from prayers, as
would be the case if she were in hell or in the full glory of heaven.

Nor does ascribing the doctrine to Gregory explain the graffiti in the catacombs, where Christians during the persecutions of
the first three centuries recorded prayers for the dead. Indeed, some of the earliest Christian writings outside the New
Testament, like the Acts of Paul and Thecla and the Martyrdom of Perpetua and Felicity (both written during the second
century), refer to the Christian practice of praying for the dead. Such prayers would have been offered only if Christians
believed in purgatory, even if they did not use that name for it. (See Catholic Answers’ tract The Roots of Purgatory for
quotations from these and other early Christian sources.)

Why No Protests?

A study of the history of doctrines indicates that Christians in the first centuries were up in arms. if anyone suggested the
least change in beliefs. They were extremely conservative people who tested a doctrine’s truth by asking, Was this believed
by our ancestors? Was it handed on from the apostles? Surely belief in purgatory would be considered a great change, if it
had not been believed from the first—so where are the records of protests?

They don’t exist. There is no hint at all, in the oldest writings available to us (or in later ones, for that matter), that “true
believers” in the immediate post-apostolic years spoke of purgatory as a novel doctrine. They must have understood that the
oral teaching of the apostles, what Catholics call tradition, and the Bible not only failed to contradict the doctrine, but, in
fact, confirmed it.

It is no wonder, then, that those who deny the existence of purgatory tend to touch upon only briefly the history of the
belief. They prefer to claim that the Bible speaks only of heaven and hell. Wrong. It speaks plainly of a third condition,
commonly called the limbo of the Fathers, where the just who had died before the redemption were waiting for heaven to be
opened to them. After his death and before his resurrection, Christ visited those experiencing
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Christ refers to the sinner who “will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come”
(Matt. 12:32), suggesting that one can be freed after death of the consequences of one’s sins. Similarly, Paul tells us that, S C C C O C C C
when we are judged, each man’s work will be tried. And what happens if a righteous man’s work fails the test? “He will T E IL IA AT H LI HUR H
suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through fire” (1 Cor 3:15). Now this loss, this penalty, can’t refer to

consignment to hell, since no one is saved there; and heaven can’t be meant, since there is no suffering (“fire”) there. The A D I S C AL C E D C ARM E L I T E P ARI S H

Catholic doctrine of purgatory alone explains this passage.
Then, of course, there is the Bible’s approval of prayers for the dead: “In doing this he acted

in a very excellent and noble way, inasmuch as he had the resurrection of the dead in view; for if he were not expecting the
dead to rise again, it would have been useless and foolish to pray for them in death. But if he did this with a view to the Mass Schedule: J anuary 219 2024

splendid reward that awaits those who had gone to rest in godliness, it was a holy and pious thought. Thus he made Saturday Vigil Spm Sunday 9am & 11lam

atonement for the dead that they @ght be frefzd from this sin” (? Macc. 12:43—4.5). Prayers are not needed by th(?se in Daily Mass Mon-Sat 9am

heaven, and no one can help those in hell. This verse so clearly illustrates the existence of purgatory that, at the time of the

Reformation, Protestants had to cut the books of the Maccabees out of their Bibles in order to avoid accepting the doctrine. St Joseph Mass First Wednesday of the month. Rosary at 6:30 pm, Mass at 7:00pm

Prayers for the dead and the consequent doctrine of purgatory have been part of the true religion since before the time of Reconciliation Tuesday, Friday, and Saturday after the 9:00 Mass, except 3rd Friday.
Christ. Not only can we show it was practiced by the Jews of the time of the Maccabees, but it has even been retained by
Orthodox Jews today, who recite a prayer known as the Mourner’s Kaddish for eleven months after the death of a loved one
so that the loved one may be purified. It was not the Catholic Church that added the doctrine of purgatory. Rather, the
Protestant churches rejected a doctrine that had always been believed by Jews and Christians.

Why Go to Purgatory?

Why would anyone go to purgatory? To be cleansed, for “nothing unclean shall enter [heaven]” (Rev. 21:27). Anyone
who has not been completely freed of sin and its effects is, to some extent, “unclean.” Through repentance he may have
gained the grace needed to be worthy of heaven, which is to say, he has been forgiven and his soul is spiritually alive. But
that’s not sufficient for gaining entrance into heaven. He needs to be cleansed completely.

Fundamentalists claim, as an article in Jimmy Swaggart’s magazine, The Evangelist, put it, that “Scripture clearly reveals
that all the demands of divine justice on the sinner have been completely fulfilled in Jesus Christ. It also reveals that Christ
has totally redeemed, or purchased back, that which was lost. The advocates of purgatory (and the necessity of prayer for
the dead) say, in effect, that the redemption of Christ was incomplete. . . . It has all been done for us by Jesus Christ, there
is nothing to be added or done by man.”

It is entirely correct to say that Christ accomplished all of our salvation for us on the cross. But that does not settle the
question of how this redemption is applied to us. Scripture reveals that it is applied to us over the course of time through,
among other things, the process of sanctification through which the Christian is made holy. Sanctification involves
suffering (Rom. 5:3-5), and purgatory is the final stage of sanctification that some of us need to undergo before we enter
heaven. Purgatory is the final phase of Christ’s applying to us the purifying redemption that he accomplished for us by his
death on the cross.

Nothing Unclean or Purged

Catholic theology takes seriously the notion that “nothing unclean shall enter heaven.” From this it is inferred that a less
than cleansed soul isn’t fit for heaven. It needs to be cleansed or “purged” of its remaining imperfections. Sanctification is
thus not an option, something that may or may not happen before one gets into heaven. It is an absolute requirement, as
Hebrews 12:14 states that we must strive “for the holiness without which no one will see the Lord.”
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